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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
Biennial conference on coastal systems, management and governance

27-29 NOVEMBER 2012
KURSAAL, OOSTENDE, BELGIUM
Scientists, policy makers/advisors, administrators, local authorities, practitioners, 
interested stakeholders

The City of Oostende, at the heart of Belgium’s coast, will proudly host the 11TH LITTORAL CONFERENCE 
from 27-29 November of 2012. We warmly welcome you to sign up for the conference and save the dates in 
your agenda!

With increasing pressure from both land and sea, understanding coastal processes and adapting governance 
and management to present and future challenges is crucial. In coastal regions, typically a large number of 
users and functions come together. Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) has been developed over 
the past two decades to combine functions, users and decision levels in a sustainable way. However, with 
the acceleration of global change, the economic crisis and the demographic shift, a new and improved ICZM 
is needed to safeguard our coasts of tomorrow.

During the Littoral 2012 conference, four themes that will shape the coasts of tomorrow will be addressed:

 NATURE CONSERVATION IN COASTAL AREAS | base for opportunities or conflicts?
 COASTAL PRODUCTIVITY | can we fully capture the value?
 INNOVATION IN ON-/ NEARSHORE INFRASTRUCTURE | from single use to multi-use
 MEASURING SUSTAINABILITY IN COASTAL AREAS | is the proof of the pudding in the eating?  

Each theme will be introduced by an international keynote speaker followed by 6 to 8 oral contributions per 
thematic session. Participants will be invited to send in abstracts for oral or poster presentations. Each 
poster will be advertised through a one minute flash presentation. A call for abstracts for oral and poster 
presentations will be sent out soon.

Interested parties are invited to promote their organisation, company or project in the SHOWCASE 
EXHIBITION which will be accessible during the full duration of the conference.

The conference will also host a social event on Tuesday 27 November and a high-level debate on 
‘ALIGNING POLICIES, FRAMEWORKS AND LEGISLATION’ on Wednesday 28 November. Furthermore, 
participants will have the opportunity to visit several sites that represent best practices in managing 
tomorrow’s coasts during conference-linked excursions on Thursday 29 November. 

More information: WWW.LITTORAL2012.EU | INFO@LITTORAL2012.EU

On behalf of the organizing committee:


